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The Relationship Between the Compilation of “Classic

Literature Works ™~ for Junior High School Chinese
Literature Textbooks and the Canon

Ya-Wen Hou

National Chengchi University

This article explores the level of compliance between the selection and compilation of “literary
classics” and the canon in contemporary “History of Chinese Literature” in junior high school Chinese
literature textbooks. Discussion of “literary canon” in the West has indicated that school education is one
of the key factors affecting the formation and extension of “canon” . In terms of the educational experience
in Taiwan, the government plays a paramount role in the selection and compilation of Chinese textbooks in
the high school level. The majority of the population complete their “literary classics” education through
the school curriculum. As such, exploring the selection and compilation of junior high school Chinese
literature textbooks can help us understand the current status of the extension of the “canon” .

To achieve the above goal, the author of this article collected relevant statistics, analyzed and
classified classic literary works that have been selected most frequently for junior high school Chinese
literature textbooks from 1953 to 2005. The article also lists the existing “canon” of the literary works
from the “History of Chinese literature” used by current university Chinese literature departments as the
control group. By comparing the above two results, we can observe the level of adoption of works or
deviation from the established “canon” presented in junior high school classic literature education.

From the research, a high proportion of literary classics that were selected are not necessarily
the works of renowned authors of “literary history” . External factors such as political parties, popular
trends and influential literary critics are closely related to the “canonization” of many works. To better
understand the relationship between high school Chinese literature textbooks and the “canon” , a future
article shall explore the relationship between the selection and compilation of “classic literature” in senior

high school Chinese literature textbooks and the “canon” .

Keywords: junior high school, national high school, Chinese literature, classic literature, canon, history of

literature





