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Textbook Reform Policy in Taiwan:
Evolution and Future Trends

Shun-TeLan

National Institute for Compilation and Translation

Over the course of the past decade, textbook policy in Taiwan has gradually shifted from a unified
editorial system to an open examination and appraisal system. The new system, however, has given rise to
a series of problems that have led some parents and legislators to call for a return to the unified editorial
system. In order to determine what direction textbook policy should follow, we need to reexamine the
meaning and development of textbook reform, and propose appropriate response strategies to the problems
engendered by these changes.

The main objectives of textbook reform are to provide teachers with greater professional
independence, promote more dynamic and lively methods of education, inspire students to broaden their
knowledge, and help students develop diverse abilities. The debate over whether or not textbooks should
be produced through a unified editorial system hinges on basic concepts and ideologies within the field of
education. The unified system is the product of an authoritarian system and represents government control
of curriculum concepts and educational content. Students using textbooks produced under this system were
prone to rigid thinking and prejudiced ideas that clearly conflicted with educational development trends in
the world today.

In addressing the problems emerging since the adoption of an open textbook policy, we need first to
firmly distinguish the rightful domains of education and the market as pertains to textbook policy. To
improve textbook quality, the Ministry of Education should conduct a comprehensive evaluation and
review of the curriculum for nine-year compulsory education; improve procedures for textbook editing,
examination, selection and purchasing operations; and create a textbook evaluation system. At the same
time, the Ministry should promptly bring together relevant agencies to draft sensible controls and
regulations to ensure the normal operation of the textbook and reference book markets.

Keywords: textbook, textbook reform, education policy






