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Abstract

In the societal context of increasingly deepening democratic ideals, Taiwan’s Curriculum
Guidelines of 12-Year Basic Education stands as one of the most highly anticipated curriculum
reform policies currently. To enhance the effectiveness and institutional design of this policy, it’s
crucial to clarify the actual operational situations within teaching practice. This study focuses on
the research question: How do senior high school Civics and Society teachers respond to the
curriculum changes brought about by the Curriculum Guidelines of 12-Year Basic Education?
Through qualitative interviews, this research collected the experiences of frontline teachers and
constructed a classification framework for teachers’ strategies in responding to curriculum
reform, using two analytical dimensions: "attitude towards curriculum support" and "degree of
alignment with teaching practice." The findings indicate that most teachers adopt either
"conformity" or "selective response” strategies, demonstrating diverse strategic adaptations
based on the differing goals of the curriculum. Specifically, teachers who support the
curriculum’s philosophy and whose practices align with its requirements mostly adopt a
"conformity strategy," actively strengthening their professional knowledge and adjusting
teaching methods to meet student needs. Those who hold moderate support for the curriculum’s
philosophy and implement it flexibly according to context adopt a "selective adaptation
strategy." Teachers who have reservations about the curriculum’s philosophy but demonstrate
high practical cooperation can be categorized under an "adjustment strategy," further subdivided
into "creative adjustment” and "ritualistic compliance" based on their beliefs and mindsets.
Finally, those who hold negative attitudes towards both the curriculum’s philosophy and its
implementation adopt a "resistance strategy." In other words, when facing the new curriculum,
teachers have adopted various coping strategies, which reflects the diversity of "teacher agency"
—— manifesting at both ends of the spectrum of "active" and "passive" approaches. Based on
these findings, this study emphasizes that future curriculum reforms should more actively
incorporate the perspectives and practical challenges of grassroots teachers and provide
corresponding support measures to effectively promote substantive progress in civic education.

Keywords: 108 Curriculum Guidelines (Curriculum Guidelines of 12-Year
Basic Education), teacher agency, coping strategies, high school
teacher, civics and society
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AL - ZEm SR R B AHFE TR R M RES e W) & (BREEFL » 2023) -
—i&mE - TREE ) B —OHRRE - REURMTEEA - EKREEEYRESE - FHE
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