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Abstract

Drawing upon the perspective of curriculum transformation, this study explored an
English teacher’s perceived curriculum, the operational curriculum co-constructed by the
teacher and students, and students’ experiential curriculum in order to understand how an
international education project course was planned, enacted, and experienced. The study
further examined how students developed inquiry dispositions through participation in the
course. This research adopted a case study approach. Participants included one teacher and
sixteen students enrolled in a Grade 11 elective course at the senior high school level.
Fieldwork was conducted over a 12-week period. Data were collected through document
analysis, classroom observations, and semi-structured interviews, and were analyzed using
thematic analysis to capture the overall process of implementing the international education
project course.

The findings revealed that: (1) the teacher’s perceived curriculum emphasized
cultivating students’ global perspectives and 21st-century competencies, reflecting an
orientation toward internationalism; (2) within the operational curriculum, scaffolding
strategies, ongoing reflection, and adherence to the Gold Standard PjBL framework supported
students in progressively accomplishing project tasks; (3) within the experiential curriculum,
students actively constructed knowledge through project work and peer collaboration while
taking greater ownership of their learning; and (4) although the perceived curriculum was
largely transformed into the operational curriculum, a notable gap existed between the
operational and experiential curricula. This discrepancy was primarily attributable to
differences in students’ prior knowledge, learning attitudes, and learning styles. Based on
these findings, the study offers recommendations for teachers seeking to implement
international project-based courses within senior high school elective curricula and suggests
directions for future research.

Keywords: international education, Project-Based Learning (PjBL), senior high school
elective courses, curriculum transformation
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